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I, the undersigned, being an officer duly authorised in accordance with Section 74(1) and (4) of 
the Deregulation & Contracting Out Act 1994, to sign and issue certificates on behalf of the 
Comptroller-General, hereby certify that annexed hereto is a true copy of the documents as 
originally filed in connection with tihte patent appUcation identified therein. 



In accordance with the Patents (Companies Re-registration) Rules 1982, if a company named in 
this certificate and any accompanying documents has re-registered under the Companies Act 
1980 with the same name as that with which it was registered inmiediately before re-registration 
save for the substitution as, or inclusion as, the last part of the name of the words "public limited 
company" or their equivalents in Welsh, references to the name of the company in this certificate 
and any accompanying documents shall be treated as references to the name with which it is so 
re-registered. 



In accordance with the rules, the words "public limited company" may be replaced by p.l.c, pic, 
P.L.C. orPLC. 



Re-registration imder the Companies Act does not constitute a new legal entity but merely 
subjects the company to certain additional company law mles. 




An Executive Agency of the D^artment of IVade and Industry 



Dated 10 January 2005 - 
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11. I/We request die grant of a patent on the basis of this application. 

SignatureCs) ^^^^^:e^>><^^^ Date . 3 




12. Name, daytime telephone number and - Pfi^iJU- 6j2j^>wr>( 

&mailaddress, if any, of person to contact in p^a^'^^/' j ^ 

theUnitedKingdom O^^^ j^^-^^ pi^^^rcr^AJi^ i^^h 



CM • ^iz. 



Warning 

After an application for a patent has been filed, die Comptroller of the Patent Office will consider whether publication or 
communication of the invention should be prohibited or restricted under Section 22 of the Patents Act 1977. You will be informed if it 
is necessary to prcdiibit or restrict your invention in this way. Furthermoie, if you live in the United Kingdom, Section 23 of the Patents 
Act 1977 stops you from applying for a patent abroad without first getting written permission from the Patent Office unless an 
application has b een filed at least 6 weeks befbtehand in the United Engdom ft>r a patent for the same invention and either no direction 
prohibiting publication or communication has been g^en, or any such direction has been revoked. 

Notes 

a) If you need help to fill in this form or you have any questions, please contact the Patent Office oh 08459 500505. 
b> Write your answers in capital letters using black ink or you may type them. 

c) if there is not enough space for all the relevant details on any part of this form, please continue on a separate sheet of paper and • 
write "see continQatiQn sheet" in the relevant partCs>. Any continuation sheet should be attached to this form. 

(0 Ifyon have asiswered YES in part 8, a Patents Form 7/77 will need to be filed. 

e) Once you have filled in the form you must remember to sign and date it. 

f) Part 7 should only be completed when a divisional application is being made under section 15(4), or when an application is being 
made under section 8(3), 12(6) or 37(4) following an entitlement dispute. By oonq>leting part 7 you are requesting tiiat this 
application takes tiie same filing date as an earlier UK application. If you want the new application to have the same priority date(s) 
as the earlier UK application, you should also complete part 6 with the priority details. 
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Bffi WITH POCKET 



The present invention relates to a bib with pocket, as used by babies and toddlers, and the 
material the bib and bib pocket are constructed of, v^^ereby the pocket catches food or 
drink dropped by the child, which in turn protects the child's lap from staming by the 
food or wetting by the drink. 

Many different types of bibs with bib pockets designs exist, and are well known, but each 
suffers from the disadvantages described accordingly forthwith with each bib type. It is 
particularly reusable bibs that are relevant, and that are discussed, in relation to the 
present invention; Uie present invCTition being of the reusable type. 

Types of bib pocket include those on injection movdded plastic bibs which use a 
relatively rigid plastic material all over and, hence, as the pocket is an integrated part of 
the moulding it is therefore qviite rigid with only slight flex possible. Because the pocket 
is permanently protruding out, wide and quite rigid it makes it difficult for the child to 
reach the table and can hinder body movement, particularly the arms when feeding or 
playing. Other bib types include rubber moulded bibs, also with permanently formed 
pockets, v^ch offer less body restriction, due to the inareased flexibility of Ihe material, - 
but, still, the permanently formed pocket protrusion can be annoying to the child at play 
and partially hinder arm movement Rubber bibs can also become mis-shaped after time 
causing further annoyance if they do not rest against the chest naturally. Others include 
bibs made up of either solely, or a mixture of^ thin flexible materials such as plastic sheet. 



e 



woven nylon or polyester sheet, teity toweling and cotton sheet The pockets on these are 
nonnally simply a piece of one of the aforementioned materials sewn onto the front of the 
main bib around &e sides and bottom edges, producing a predominantly flat pocket 
which, while is less obtrusive to the child, results m a limited opening that is unlikely to 
cateh many spillages. Several devices have been patented, although few are on the 
maricet, that aim to address this issue, such as springs. cUps and insert parts and generally 
ate not elegant solutions with the disadvantages that they can be easily mislaid, broken or 
add expense. CMhers bibs include those made up of a composite of impervious materials 
with a piece of the same material bonded flat on the back face by an adhesive around the 
side and bottom edges whereby vfhon it is folded mside out it forms a more open pocket 
on the front fece due to the width and stififciess of the beading of adhesive, and has the 
benefit that the bib is flat and thin when it folded back flush. This, however, has the same 
problems in that the adhesive is required to diy relatively stiff to create the desired 
material formation effect, thus creating a rigid structure to the pocket area of the bib that 
can. again, annoy the child and hinder arm movement .These bibs also require the stiff 
adhesive bonding line to be quite wide, spanning from the edge of the bib to at least three 
eights of an inch from the edge to the to achieve the formation effect This width not only 
exacerbates the stiflfiiess problem but creates an undearably large upstanding lip mside 
the pocket This~wide and quite infleidble lip al^ doek not allow the pocket to fold neatly 
around flie comers placing stress on the bond. These types of bib use a composite of 
different materials bonded togetiier to form the sheet material. This has the disadvantage 
of requiring an extra production process to create the lamination, which adds expense. 
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and has the risk of delaminating during use, particularly during washing and tumble 
drying. 

An object of this invention is to provide a bib pocket that can be stored flat on the back 
face of the bib, to allow the child full arm movement if, for instance, wearing the bib 
whilst playing and hence not needing the food catcher, but which can be quickly turned 
in-side-out to naturally form a front protruding pocket for snack or meal times, and which 
uses a low cost, flexible and robust material and a joining method that results in the 
formed bib pocket being soft and pliable, with flexibility constant tibroughout its 
structure, that is gentle on the child's skm and can deflect easily and comfortably if 
pushed by the child's arms or squashed up against a table edge, yet return to its. original 
formed pocket shape and/or its flat state every time. 

Accordingly, this invention provides a bib with bib pocket, both made up of neoprene 
sheet, as typically used for making wetsuits, constructed by one small piece of neoprene 
being sewn flat onto the back face of another larger piece of neoprene, around the bottom 
and side edges, which can be turned in-side-out to form an open, yet soft and pliable 
pocket on the front face by the fact that the neoprene materia] maintains a firm yet 
flexible shape and has a constant bend characteristic of which the ease of deformation is 
complimented by the use of sewing with naturally soft cotton thread for the join line, 
along a line less than three eighths of an inch from the edge for a conveniently small lip. 
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The use of neoprene is ideal in that it bends gently in a generally constantly curved 
. maimer thus creating a smooth flowing form from the shoulders to the tip of the pocket 
This formation naturally narrows the width of tiie bib and thus creates more space for the 
child's arms to move each side of the bib md, even if the child squashes the formed 
pocket with their arm, the material will gentiy and comfortably deflect The use of sewing 
and tiie small size of the lip of the joint area, achievable by the fact that the distance from 
the sew-line to the edge is less than three eighths of an inch, also means the bib has good 
flexibility throu^ the joint strip area as well as in the main neoprene areas. The 
flexibility of the neoprene combined with the flexible join is what allows the bib and 
pocket to naturally create and maintain their form so well and allows the whole bib to 
retum to its flat state when folded back by the fact that there is little stress on any parts of 
the bib material or the joint area. 

Preferably the shapp of the bottom of the bib is to be rounded to create a more flowing 
fomi fiom top to bottom when in liie open mode. The avoidance of hard comers will also 
allow easier cleaning and less stress on the joint area when being folded in and out 

Neoprene also offers the benefits that it can be wiped clean easily and is naturally 
waterproof so is ideal to prevent moisture reaching the child's chest and ideal as a liquid- 
spill catcher pocket material. It is not a composite of laminations and so is strong for long 
tema use and particularly robust when washed and dried in washing and tumble drier 
machines. 



Preferably the edges of the neopiene would be finished with an edging strip, typically of 
cotton sheet bias binding, for protection and to improve the appearance. 



Preferably the main and larger piece of neoprene would be cut to a shape that includes 
strips that allow the bib to be positioned over the shoulders and around the neck and, 
accordingly, would include fixing devices, such as snjq>-fixings. to ensure the bib is 
connected around the child's neck securely. This is preferable to a straight throug^i hole 
which has the problem has it does not adjust to different head crown diameters, 
potentially causmg distress to the diild when putting on or taking off that type ofbib. 

Further detaUs may be added to the bib such as absorbent material sewn to the fit>nt face 
to absorb dribble and drinks spillages. 

Further more, another embodiment would be to use the advantages of neoprene, i.e. soft 
and comfortable around the neck, flexible, easily cleanable, robust and waterproof, but 
without the pocket feature. This neoprene bib without a pocket would be considered for a 
lower cost version of the present invention that does include a pocket 

It should be noted that the des^ption of and 'back' Bees ofthe bib are relative as 
it may be preferable for the pocket to be in the open position on a side ofthe bib that is 
not considered the front. i.e. the front feoe may be considered the one with branding or 
with absorbent toweling, yet it may be desirable to have the open pocket on the opposite 



fece. normaUy caUed the back, and simply turn the bib over so that the open pocket is 
now on the front This present invention relates to both scenarios. 



Preferred embodiments of the invention will now be described with reference to the 
accompanying drawings in whidi: 

FIGURE 1 shows the front view of the bib whh the pocket in flie flat position, 

FIGURE 2 shows a side view of Ihe bib with the pocket in the flat position, 

FIGURE 3 shows the rear view of Ihe bib with the pocket folded in-side-out to form an 
open pocket 

FIGURE 4 shows a side view of the bib with the pocket folded m-side-out to form an 
Open pocket 

As shown in Figure 1, the bib comprises of a main part of neoprene 1 with neck loop 
sh^ 6 leading to a festening device 4. a smaller piece of neoprene 2 to create the 
pocket, an edging material 3 dnd sfifediing 5 to secure the edging^material 3 around all- 
edges of the bib material and also to fix the pocket material 2 to the main part 1 around 
the bottom and side edges. The top edge of part 2 remams unattached to part 1 . The 
stitching 5 is preferably a single row of stitdied thread for maximum flexibUity and is to 



be less than three eighths of an inch from the edge of the bib in order to create a suitably 
small and therefore flexible lip. 

Figure 2 is a side view of the bib showing the fastening device 4 and with the pocket 
material 2 in the flat position. 

Figure 3 shows a front view of the bib with the pocket 2 formed into the open mode by 
folding in-side-out. This view shows how the bib becomes conveniently narrower as the 
pocket is formed outwards which gives the child more sideways arm space for feeding 
themselves or reaching out. 

Figure 4 is a side view illustrating the open pocket mode clearly. This view shows how 
smoothly the main material 1 naturally flows into the pocket material 2. 
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FIG. 3 



FIG. 4 
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